Cannabis opinion polls in the Netherlands
Dutch increasingly support regulated cannabis cultivation

Several opinion polls have been conducted on Dutch cannabis policy since 2010: February 2010, May
2012, August 2013, December 2013, and the most recent one in June 2015. The polls were con-
ducted by Peil.nl and Motivaction. The results were subdivided by political party. Below are the re-
sults in English, translated by the Transnational Institute. Profiles of the Dutch political parties are in

the annex at the end of the document.
June 2015 (Motivaction)

Question: There are several ways in which the Dutch government could deal with cannabis
cultivation. Which of the following options do you prefer?

Options All CDA PvdA VvVD D66 SP PVV
1 Ef:;;’i’t‘:;“'“"a“°“ remains 20% @ 26% @ 13% @ 18% = 9% | 17% @ 31%
2 f:::a‘:l':d cultivation of 61%  61%  77% = 68% @ 80% = 60% | 48%
3 I(:;z:l;:;i:;ultivation completely 9% 4% 7% 9% 5% 13% 14%
4 33'22.'1".3?’ 9% = 8% 3% | 5% | 6% @ 10% 7%

Controlled or completely
liberalized cultivation (options 2 70% 65% 84% 77% 85% 73% 62%

and 3)

Main conclusions of the inquiry

1. A significant majority of 70% of the Dutch are in favour of allowing (controlled) canna-
bis cultivation, only 20% is clgclinst.1 To a representative group of Dutch three options
were presented on how the Netherlands should manage cannabis cultivation: 70% are
for allowing cannabis cultivation, and therefore do not support the current ban on culti-
vation. Of those in favour 61% support controlled cultivation and 9% support full liberali-
sation. A large majority of the voters of the parties that are against (controlled) cannabis
cultivation are actually supportive: VVD 77%, CDA 65%, PVV 62% and CU 51%.

1. Controlled cannabis cultivation was defined in the questions as: The cultivation of cannabis plants is allowed,
but only by professional growers with a license. Coffee shops are only allowed to buy cannabis from these
growers.



2. lllegal cannabis cultivation is not a big concern. Although illegal cultivation in residential
areas is a major reason for supporting controlled cultivation, this is not something many
people worry about daily. When it comes to feelings of security in their neighbourhoods,
the Dutch are particularly concerned about burglaries (54%), vandalism (32%) and the
state of public space (30%). Just 11% of the Dutch are concerned about illegal cannabis
plantations in residential areas.

3. The main reasons for allowing controlled cannabis cultivation instead of banning it is
that it reduces the problem of disorderly illegal cultivation (55%), that illicit cannabis cul-
tivation is no longer interesting for criminal organizations (54%), and that it puts an end
to contradictory policies (37%).

4. The Dutch do not consider tackling illicit cannabis cultivation should have police prior-
ity: only 5% of the Dutch think it should, while a majority thinks police should prioritize
action against violent offences (61%) and robberies (38%).

5. A majority of 57% of the Dutch think that the cultivation of up to five cannabis plants for
personal use is not a problem.

6. Although the majority of the Dutch are not experiencing nuisance from coffee shops (on-
ly 2% are actually concerned about the nuisance caused by coffee shops in the neigh-
bourhood), 50% of the respondents believe that coffee shops always cause nuisance to
neighbours. 70% think the coffee shops encourage young people to cannabis use.

Source: Draagvlak gereguleerde hennepteelt, Motivaction, June 8, 2015, available (in Dutch) at:
http://www.detransparanteketen.nl/upload/files/Onderzoek%20motivaction.pdf
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December 2013 (Peil.nl)

Question: Uruguay has been the first country in the world to legalize the production, sale
and consumption of cannabis. Do you think that this should be introduced in the Nether-
lands as well?

All VVD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV 50PLUS
Yes 65% 65% 67% 49% 82% 74% 60% 67%
No 28% 27% 25% 43% 11% 19% 33% 25%
Undecided 8% 8% 8% 8% 7% 7% 7% 8%
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2. Currently, cannabis cultivation is prohibited, while the sale of small amounts (five grams) is permitted under
certain conditions in so-called coffee shops. The de facto decriminalization and the halfway regulation of the
Dutch coffee shop system — while useful to avoid unnecessary criminalization of users and separating the
markets of cannabis and more harmful drugs — do not address the supply of cannabis.




August 2013 (Peil.nl)

Question: Should the Netherlands adopt the same law as has been adopted on the legali-
zation of marijuana in Uruguay this week?

All VVD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV 50PLUS
In favour 54% 58% 55% 23% 66% 61% 56% 62%
Against 38% 34% 35% 72% 25% 23% 34% 27%
Undecided 9% 8% 10% 6% 9% 16% 10% 9%
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May 2012 (Peil.nl)

Following the introduction of the controversial cannabis pass in the south of country, restricting can-
nabis sales in coffee shops to residents of the Netherlands only, a number of questions were asked
on this subject:

Question: The use of soft drugs should be completely banned

All VVD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV GL
Agree 30% 33% 24% 49% 14% 23% 35% 5%
Don’t agree 64% 63% 73% 43% 84% 68% 58% 91%
Undecided/No answer 6% 4% 3% 9% 2% 9% 8% 3%

Question: The use of soft drugs should be left completely free

All VVD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV GL
Agree 45% 43% 53% 25% 56% 61% 45% 63%
Don’t agree 49% 53% 41% 72% 40% 31% 49% 31%
Undecided/No answer 6% 4% 5% 3% 4% 8% 7% 6%

Question: The introduction of the cannabis pass is a good idea

All vvD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV GL
Agree 28% 31% 16% 54% 23% 14% 29% 9%
Don’t agree 61% 60% 74% 29% 71% 78% 59% 86%
Undecided/No answer 11% 10% 10% 16% 6% 8% 12% 6%




Question: With the introduction of the cannabis pass the illegal trade will only increase

All VVD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV GL
Agree 80% 78% 86% 60% 90% 89% 82% 91%
Don’t agree 11% 13% 7% 21% 7% 3% 11% 3%
Undecided/No answer 10% 9% 7% 20% 2% 8% 7% 6%
Question: The introduction of the cannabis pass must be stopped

All VvvD PvdA CDA D66 SP PVV GL
Agree 60% 59% 71% 34% 73% 79% 58% 79%
Don’t agree 28% 32% 18% 51% 18% 13% 31% 10%
Undecided/No answer 12% 9% 11% 15% 9% 8% 11% 11%
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February 2010 (Peil.nl)

Question: The discussion to tolerate coffee shops and soft drugs seems to flourish again.

What is your position?

All VVD PvdA CDA PVV SP GL (o{V)
Soft drugs should be legalized 49% 50% 68% 21% 51% 58% 88% 24%
Currclent situation should be 13% 17% 11% 12% 5% 239% 7% 9%
continued
Sale of soft drugs should not be
continued, but its use not 11% 9% 10% 14% 9% 8% 1% 18%
prohibited
ae of softdruge should be 26% | 23% | 8% | 51% | 23% | 10% | 4% | 47%
Undecided 2% 1% 3% 2% 3% 2% 0% 2%

Question: What do you think should happen with coffee shops where soft drugs are sold?

All VVD PvdA CDA PVV SP GL Ccu
Number should be extended 6% 8% 2% 3% 10% 3% 18% 5%
Current number continued 41% 39% 52% 18% 29% 66% 68% 20%
Number should be reduced 19% 20% 25% 23% 16% 16% 10% 17%
All coffee shops should disappear | 31% 30% 17% 56% 39% 14% 3% 58%
Undecided 3% 4% 4% 0% 6% 2% 2% 0%




Question: Have you ever used soft drugs yourself?

All VvVD PvdA CDA PVV SP GL Ccu

Never 62% 53% 67% 83% 58% 48% 41% 73%
A few times in the past 25% 36% 22% 13% 25% 31% 42% 19%
With some regularity in the past 8% 7% 8% 3% 9% 10% 13% 8%
but not anymore

1 use very occasionally 3% 4% 2% 1% 3% 6% 3% 0%
1 use it with some regularity 4% 0% 0% 0% 4% 5% 2% 0%
Don’t know / No answer 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0%

Question: The discussion to tolerate coffee shops and soft drugs seems to flourish again.

What is your position?

Age Use
All
<30 30-50 >50 Never Past Now

Soft drugs should be legalized 49% 50% 48% 47% 40% 62% 68%
Current situation should be

. 13% 24% 11% 9% 11% 14% 28%
continued
Sale of soft drugs should not be
continued, but its use not 11% 12% 8% 12% 12% 8% 1%
prohibited
:)Jse of soft drugs should be 26% 12% 31% 29% 339% 15% 3%

anned

Undecided 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 1% 0%

Question: What do you think should happen with coffee shops where soft drugs are sold?

Age Use
All

<30 30-50 >50 Never Past Now
Number should be extended 6% 7% 7% 3% 3% 9% 26%
Current number continued 41% 51% 40% 34% 33% 53% 62%
Number should be reduced 19% 23% 16% 22% 22% 16% 12%
All coffee shops should disappear 31% 16% 34% 38% 39% 19% 0%
Undecided 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 0%




Annex: political parties in the Netherlands

CDA

CcuU

D66

GL
PvdA

PVV

SP

VvVD

The Christian Democratic Appeal (Dutch: Christen-Democratisch Appél, CDA) is a cen-
tre-right Christian-democratic political party

The ChristianUnion (Dutch: ChristenUnie, CU), social Christian-democratic political
party combining social conservatism with centre-left positions on economic, immigra-
tion, and environmental issues, and conservative positions on authority, values and
principles

Democrats 66 (Dutch: Democraten 66, D66) is a social-liberal and progressive political
party

GreenlLeft (Dutch: GroenlLinks) is a left-wing green political party

The Labour Party (Dutch: Partij van de Arbeid, PvdA) is a centrist social-democratic
political party
The Party for Freedom (Dutch: Partij voor de Vrijheid, PVV) is a right-wing populist
political party
The Socialist Party (Dutch: Socialistische Partij, SP) is a left-wing social-democratic

political party

The People's Party for Freedom and Democracy (Dutch: Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en
Democratie, VVD) is a centre-right conservative-liberal political party

50PLUS is a pensioners' interests political party



